
www.aidsvancouver.org

AUGUST 2007The Volunteer Bulletin is a publication of AIDS Vancouver. Copyright 1999

B
olunteer
ulletinV

Picnicing in Paradise
A LITTLE RAIN DIDN’T DAMPEN THE SPIRITS OR OUR VOLUNTEERS

ANNUAL VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION EVENT
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Dear Volunteer,

Andy Alex passed away on
September 16, 2006.  Andy
volunteered for many years in the
AIDS Vancouver Grocery.  Andy was
a loyal volunteer and a hard worker. 
He was known for his strong and silent
demeanor, but always had a joke to
tell… and a witty smile on the ready. 
We wil l cherish our memories of
working with Andy.
AV Membership

As a member based organization, AIDS Vancouver values the support that you provide
through your membership.  Our rich legacy is the result of  the passion, dedication and
resources that members like you provide. We thank you, and kindly invite you to renew your
membership with us for the upcoming year.

We are very proud of  our achievements over the last year.  Our youth-targeted HIV
awareness campaign, Project Stitch enjoyed much success in its inaugural year.  We reinstated
the Red Ribbon Campaign to increase HIV awareness leading up to World AIDS Day.  As
well, we launched a popular nutrition education program which supplements our core
Grocery services.

As you know, since 1983 AIDS Vancouver has provided crucial services for those living with,
and affected by, HIV/AIDS.  Our doors are open to anyone in need, offering relevant
services that address the ever-changing challenges of  the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  These
include:
Comprehensive Client Services

o Provides support to our clients through the Grocery Program (serving over 700
individuals and families on a weekly basis); our Case Management Program (delivering
comprehensive care planning and support for persons living with HIV/AIDS);
and our Care Team Program (providing vital in-home volunteer support to
individuals living with advanced illness).

Prevention and Awareness Initiatives
o Our prevention-education team works with specific population groups and the

community at large to raise awareness about HIV.
o Gayway, our gay men’s health centre and resource exchange.

AIDS Vancouver’s Library
o one of  Canada’s most comprehensive collections of  HIV/AIDS resources that has

extended its services on-line.

The number of  those affected by HIV/AIDS continues to increase. We need your continued
support to ensure that we can keep up with the ever-growing demand for our innovative
programs and exceptional services.  Your membership makes AIDS Vancouver stronger. To
make membership accessible, the $25.00 membership fee is waived for those who are living
with HIV/AIDS and for those who are actively volunteering with AIDS Vancouver.

We hope to see you at this year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM), which will take place on
Tuesday, September 25th, 2007. In order to be eligible to vote at the AGM you must be a
member in good standing. Please remember to send your renewal in before July 27th, 2007.

Your contributions help solidify the foundation from which we continue to build our
future. Thank you. We look forward to your renewed support.

Yours sincerely,
Jamie Myrah,  Chair, Board of Directors

Strength in Unity:
Why AIDS Vancouver is
Undergoing a Rebranding

Every email, media article, webpage and
letter generated about AIDS Vancouver
influences how our organization is
perceived. Effective communication,
facilitated by a strong brand and equally
developed communication infrastructure, is
essential in mobilizing a positive
relationship with the community and our
stakeholders. Coupled with the fact that the
non-profit sector shows growth that
doubles that of for-profit organizations, it
is clear that AV needs to adopt a clear public
sense of  self. We believe that as AV clearly
communicates and delivers value to
participants and supporters, we will be
rewarded with the resources necessary to
achieve our mission and goals.

The expertise of the Coastline Communication
creative team, plus an extensive amount of
research, consultation and creative
commitment has gone into the crafting of
our new visual identity. Through its clean
and vibrant look, our brand will be one that
confidently reflects our maturity, innovation
and vision of becoming a global center of
excellence for HIV/AIDS.

Perhaps even more importantly, building a
cohesive identity through our branding
reinforces the fact that all of us are involved
with AV for a single purpose. We are here to
contribute to the struggle against HIV/
AIDS and serve those affected by it. By
communicating this unifying principle, we
give our individual messages authority and
strengthen AV as a whole. We are very
excited to be unveiling our new look at the
2007 AGM in early September. Stay tuned!

Arthur Yee, Communications Assistant
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Volunteer Resources: Annual Survey to Volunteers
This year’s survey asked AIDS Vancouver’s volunteers to provide feedback about themselves, their volunteer experience and input specific to training
and recognition. Here is a quick summary of some key findings and responses. For full survey results, contact Parm at 604-893-2212.

DURATION %
under 6mos 6m to 12m 1 to 2 yrs 2 to 4 yrs 4 to 6 yrs 6 to 10 yrs 10 + yrs no response
27.14 10.00 22.86 18.57 4.29 5.71 8.57 2.86

GENDER %
female male other no response
42.86 54.29 1.43 1.43

AGE %
19-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 55+
18.57 22.86 17.14 24.29 15.71

Question 1: You have received recognition for your volunteer efforts? Reported in %
Strongly disagree Disagree Not sure Agree Strongly Agree n/a no response Agree/S. Agree
1.43 0.00 10.00 45.71 41.43 1.43 0.00 87.14

Question 2: What levels of volunteer recognition would you like to receive? Reported in % (Rated 1: most important)
agency program cards gifts letter one-one nothing other no response
30.00 37.14 12.86 7.14 47.14 7.14 15.71 1.43

Question 7: What topics would you like to receive training in? Reported in %
Communications Conflict Resolution Diversity Crisis Intervention Active Listening Self-care Grief  & Loss
24.29 35.71 8.57 31.43 20.00 14.29 20.00
Boundaries First Aide Facilitation Harm Reduction HIV Advanced Treatment Nutrition
22.86 35.71 11.43 22.86 40.00 42.86 37.14
Global Issues Mental Health Legal Issues Sex/STI Social Justice Stigma other
24.29 40.00 32.86 15.71 28.57 28.57 5.71
n/a no response
2.86 7.14

Question 8: I would recommend a family/friend member to volunteer at AV? Reported in %
Strongly disagree Disagree Not sure Agree Strongly Agree n/a no response Agree/S.Agree
1.43 0.00 2.86 44.29 50.00 0.00 0.00 94.29

Volunteers describe their experience of  the agency as:
• AV “shows appreciation and respect.”
• AV “offers valuable…relevant…professional training opportunities.
• Staff  and volunteers are: “caring…supportive…talented…compassionate… socially aware…have a high level of  expertise and integrity.”
• I am “awestruck by the professionalism and compassion of staff and volunteers.”

Volunteers describe their volunteer experience as:
• I feel “helpful…appreciated…valuable.”
• “I am grateful for the experience.”
• “My work is “rewarding…enriching…a pleasure…meaningful…significant.”
• “It keeps me alive”.
• “This is my favorite volunteer job ever!”



www.aidsvancouver.org

AIDS Vancouver    1107 Seymour Street    Vancouver, BC V6B 5S8 Canada

If you or anyone you know are
interested in volunteering with AIDS
Vancouver, please visit our website
www.aidsvancouver.org for a list of
current volunteer opportunities, as
well as our application process. If you
don’t have web access you can call
our information line at: 604-893-2266

Production of this resource has been made possible through a financial contribution
from the AIDS Community Action Program, the Public Health Agency of Canada.
The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the official policies of the
Public Health Agency of Canada.

AIDS Vancouver Statement on Volunteerism:
AIDS Vancouver values volunteerism. We provide meaningful
volunteer opportunities in order to help achieve the mission of the
agency. Paid and unpaid staff work together in an environment of
respect, inclusiveness, diversity and commitment.

Submission Deadline:  October 3, 2007Volunteer Opportunities

Off the map : How HIV/AIDS programming is failing same-
sex practicing people in Africa.
Johnson, Cary Alan.

“Off the Map explores the ways in which HIV/AIDS stakeholders are
potentially jeopardizing overall efforts to combat the AIDS epidemic.
The report examines the ways in which same-sex desire and behavior
have been simultaneously erased and criminalized in Africa and looks at
the small, but important body of knowledge regarding same-sex
transmission of HIV on the continent.

Body count : Fixing the blame for the global AIDS catastrophe
Gill, Peter.

“In the last quarter of  a century, 25 million people have died of  AIDS-
related infections and over 40 million have become HIV-positive. In this
book, the author argues that many of these lives could have been saved
and that many of these infections could have been averted, and criticizes
those in positions of authority who have done nothing or actively
hindered the fight to curb the spread of  HIV. The book also includes
interviews with politicians, church leaders, advocates and HIV-positive
people.”

28 : Stories of AIDS in Africa
Nolen, Stephanie.

“From one of our most widely read, award-winning journalists - comes
the powerful, unputdownable story of the very human cost of a global
pandemic of staggering scope and scale. It is essential reading for our
times.

Not yet equal : The health of  lesbian, gay, and bisexual youth
in BC
Saewyc, Elizabeth.

There has been very little research documenting the experiences of LGB
youth in Canada, especially at the population level, and to our
knowledge, there have been no studies in North America that explore
trends over time in the population of LGB youth, their health
disparities, their risks, and their strengths.[...] In this report you will find
the results of a series of studies about the health and lives of LGB
youth in school across British Columbia, and across more than a decade.

Against the odds : A profile of marginalized and street-
involved youth in BC

In 2000, the McCreary Centre Society (MCS) conducted a health survey
of marginalized and street-involved youth (street youth) in six
communities across BC. The results of that study are presented in the
report No Place to Call Home: A profile of street youth in British
Columbia. This current study (2006) looks at many of the same issues,
considers emerging trends and health challenges and, by comparing the
results with those of  the 2000 survey, reflects on what progress has been
made over the past six years.

New books in the library!

Check out the library catalogue to borrow these books, and
many more:

http://aidsvan.andornot.com

And don’t forget to visit the library blog for information and
resources on HIV!

http://aidsvanlibrary.blogspot.com/


