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DISCLOSURE AND CRIMINALIZATION 

 
 
 

1. Tips for Disclosing Your Status 
 

• Telling Others You’re HIV-Positive. (AIDS InfoNet). 2009.  
http://www.aidsinfonet.org/fact_sheets/view/204 

• HIV Status & disclosure:  choices and consequences. (SAFAIDS, CPHA). 
• There’s Something I Need to Tell You. (NY State Department). 2004. 

http://www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/aids/docs/9488eng.pdf 
• Telling Others About Your HIV. (Project Inform). 2007.  

http://www.projectinform.org/info/disclose/disclose.pdf 
• Your Decision. (Terrence Higgins Trust). 2007. 

http://www.tht.org.uk/informationresources/publications/livingwithhivgeneral/yourdec
ision143.pdf 

• The disclosure dilemma. (Gay.com).  
http://www.gay.com/health/hiv/?sernum=2045 

• To Tell or Not to Tell: Disclosing Your HIV Status. (AIDSMEDS). 2004.  
http://www.aidsmeds.com/articles/Disclosure_7568.shtml  

• Getting the Message. (living+). 2008. 
http://www.bcpwa.org/content/living_positive/Issue53/GettingtheMessage.pdf  

• Don’t always reveal your status-here’s why. (Positively Aware). 2000. 
http://www.tpan.com/publications/positively_aware/mar_april_00/DontAlwaysReveal
MA00.html 

• Working it out: HIV disclosure in the workplace. (living+). 2008. 
http://www.bcpwa.org/content/living_positive/Issue53/HIVDiscolureintheWorkPlace.p
df 

• How do you tell your kids? (living+). 2002. 
http://www.bcpwa.org/articles/issue_17_8-10_tell_your_kids.pdf 

• Out in the open. (living+). 2008. 
http://www.bcpwa.org/content/living_positive/JanFeb08-Issue52/OutintheOpen.pdf 

• Disclosing to Our Children: What the HIV Experience Teaches Us. (PKIDs). 2009. 
http://www.pkids.org/pdf/phr/10-03disclosingtokids.pdf 

 
2. When You Have to Disclose – the Law 

 
• Disclosure Legality Chart. (High 5 Youth Canada). 2005.   
• Law & Disclosure. (The Positive Side). 2009.  

http://www.positiveside.ca/e/V11I1/Disclosure_e.htm 
• Criminalization of HIV exposure: current Canadian law. (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal 

Network). 2008. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=1318 
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• Disclosure and HIV/AIDS. (AIDS Calgary). 2004. 
http://www.aidscalgary.org/files/publications/Disclosure.pdf 

• Essential facts about criminal law and HIV disclosure. (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal 
Network.)  

• Disclosing Your HIV-Positive Status. (CATIE). 2007. 
http://www.catie.ca/pdf/disclosing.pdf 

• Barely Legal. (POZ). 2006. 
http://www.poz.com/articles/1056_7014.shtml 

• The criminalization of HIV. (living+). 2006. 
http://www.bcpwa.org/articles/issue_40_5-6_the_criminalization_of_hiv.pdf 

• Criminal law and cases of HIV transmission or exposure. 2008. 

 
3. Theory and Policy of Criminalization – For Staff 

 
• Criminalization of HIV exposure: issues for front-line workers. (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal 

Network). 2008. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=1318 

• HIV: Verdict on a Virus. (IPPF). 2008.  
http://www.ippf.org/NR/rdonlyres/D858DFB2-19CD-4483-AEC9-
1B1C5EBAF48A/0/VerdictOnAVirus.pdf 

• How does disclosure affect HIV prevention? (UCSF). 2005. 
http://www.caps.ucsf.edu/pubs/FS/pdf/disclosureFS.pdf 

• HIV Disclosure & the Criminal Law in Canada: Responding to the Media and the Public. 
(Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network). 2006. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=24 

• After Cuerrier: Canadian Criminal Law and the Non-Disclosure of HIV-Positive Status. 
(Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network). 1999. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=28 

• The Cuerrier Decision: Public Health and the Criminalization of HIV Serostatus Non-
Disclosure. (UTMJ). 1999. 
http://www.utmj.org/issues/76.3/pdf/NVHIV76-3.pdf 

• Does criminalizing HIV exposure make sense? (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network). 2008. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=1318 

• Don’t ask, don’t tell: patterns of HIV disclosure among HIV positive men who have sex 
with men with recent STI practicing high risk behaviour in Los Angeles and Seattle. (STI 
Journal). 2004. 
http://sti.bmj.com/cgi/content/abstract/80/6/512 

• Conflicting Messages: How Criminal HIV Disclosure Laws Undermine Public Health 
Efforts to Control the Spread of HIV. (AIDS Behav). 2006. 
http://www.springerlink.com/content/xw63112575173076/ 

• HIV is a virus, not a crime: ten reasons against criminal statutes and criminal 
prosecutions. (Journal of the International AIDS Society). 2008. 
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=2635346 

• Canada Communicable Disease Report. (Public Health Agency of Canada). 2005. 
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/ccdr-rmtc/05pdf/cdr3105.pdf 

• Position Paper on the Criminalization of HIV Non-Disclosure. (CLHE). 2009. 
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http://www.cdnaids.ca/web/mailouts.nsf/printing/cas-mailout-0587 
• Criminalization confusion and concerns: the decade since the Cuerrier decision. 

(Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network). 2009. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=1485 

• Taking Action on the Criminalization of HIV Non-disclosure. (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal 
Network). 2008. 

• Criminalization of HIV Transmission. (UNAIDS). 2008. 
http://data.unaids.org/pub/BaseDocument/2008/20080731_jc1513_policy_criminalizati
on_en.pdf 

• The Criminalization of HIV Transmission and Exposure. (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal 
Network). 2009. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/EN/AGM2009/documents/Cameron_PublicLecture_June2009-
ENG.pdf 

• AIDs and Unprotected Sex: Rethinking Consent and Criminalization. (University of 
Newcastle). 2006. 

• Sex Without Disclosure of Positive HIV Serostatus in a US Probability Sample of Persons 
Receiving Medical Care for HIV Infection. (AJPH). 2003. 
http://www.thebody.com/content/living/art28460.html?ts=pf 

• Developing guidance for HIV prosecutions: an example of harm reduction? (Canadian 
HIV/AIDS Legal Network). 2008. 
http://www.aidslaw.ca/publications/interfaces/downloadFile.php?ref=1347 

• Naming Names: Perceptions of Name-Based HIV Reporting, Partner Notification, and 
Criminalization of Non-disclosure Among Persons Living with HIV. (Sexuality Research & 
Social Policy). 2004. 
http://caliber.ucpress.net/doi/pdf/10.1525/srsp.2004.1.3.38?cookieSet=1 

• The science of partner notification: a review of the available evidence. (BCMJ). 2003. 
http://www.bcmj.org/print/309 

• Preventing HIV Transmission via HIV Exposure Laws: Applying Logic and Mathematical 
Modeling to Compare Statutory Approaches to Penalizing Undisclosed Exposure to HIV. 
(JLME). 2008. 
http://www.aslme.org/index.php/preventing-hiv-transmission-via-hiv-exposure-laws-
applying-logic-and-mathematical-modeling-to-compare-statutory-approaches-to-
penalizing-undisclosed-exposure-to-hiv.html 

• Criminalization of HIV transmission. (UNAIDS). 2007. 
http://data.unaids.org/pub/BaseDocument/2006/070216_HHR_3_Criminalization.pdf 

• HIV Disclosure Counselling Guidelines. (OACHA). 2002. 
• ‘The law is not what I want it to be’: HIV expert. (Xtra! West). 2009. 

http://www.xtra.ca/public/Vancouver/The_law_is_not_what_I_want_it_to_be_HIV_exp
ert-6428.aspx 

• Should we keep AIDS out of courts? (TheSpec.com). 2009. 
• http://www.thespec.com/printArticle/543760 

 
4. Criminalization in the News 

 
• Former BSU basketball player indicted on 7 counts of spreading HIV. (Idaho Statesman) 

2009. 
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http://www.idahostatesman.com/newsupdates/v-print/story/695155.html 
• Guilty verdict in first ever murder trial for sexual HIV transmission. (NAM aidsmap). 

2009.  
http://www.aidsmap.com/en/news/779517F3-B26C-473F-B809-
58C1548E4A91.asp?type=preview 

• HIV-positive Toronto man faces sex assault charge. (Canwest). 2009. 
http://www.canada.com/news/story.html?id=1155084 

• Man charged after not telling of HIV status. (CTVglobemedia). 2009. 

 
5. International Aspects of Criminalization 

 
• About the Global Criminalization Scan. (GNP+). 2009. 

http://www.gnpplus.net/criminalisation/ 
• Selective global responses to HIV ‘crimes’. (NAM). 2008. 

http://edwinjbernard.com/250.pdf 
• Michigan’s HIV disclosure law: Overly broad and open to abuse. (Michigan Messenger). 

2009. 
http://michiganmessenger.com/18101/michigans-hiv-disclosure-law-sex-
criminalization-holder-open-to-abuse 

• US Criminal HIV disclosure laws may do more harm than good. (NAM aidsmap). 2006. 
http://www.aidsmap.com/en/news/396EE68A-588B-4271-9E8F-
6828895AFF12.asp?type=preview 

• Barebacking & HIV Disclosure: What’s the Law? (The Body). 2000. 
http://www.thebody.com/content/art32643.html?ts=pf 
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